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THE ICONIC IMAGE of the ‘little woman’ standing beside her weathered farmer/rancher
husband with children clutching her dress is generations and a century behind the reality of 
today. Today’s agriculturist woman is the full partner in the farm business, as skilled at running a 
combine as she is her laptop....AND just as apt to be a professional with an off-farm career as an 
accountant, a business manager, an educator, a financial advisor, a politician, a communicator.

Join the Illinois Chapter as it undertakes a virtual look at the changing role of women in today’s 
farming operations. Our guests are regional and national leaders who just happen to be involved 
in the business of agriculture. And all of them are women.

NOTE: For those of you with lady land-owners or women clients, this might be a great 
opportunity for you to invite them to register as your guests. See the Registration Page for details 
on fees and links.

Thursday, January 28, 2021

9:00 a.m.
             Greeting from Seth Baker and overview of how the day will work in terms of sessions, signing on and off,   
   ability to leave then rejoin the sessions, etc.
9:15 a.m.
             Women’s Evolving  Role on the Farm
   Introduction by Maria Boerngen, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Agribusiness, Illinois State 
    University, ISPFMRA Academic Vice President
 
              Moderator
    Holly Spangler, Editor with Prairie Farmer magazine. 
    Changing role of Women as On-Farm Decision-Maker

   Guests
    Ruth Hambleton, Founder of Annie’s Project and retired Farm Business Management and    
    Marketing Educator, Southern Illinois University.
    Are Women Better Financial Managers?

    Colleen Callahan, Director, Illinois Department of Natural Resources, former USDA Director of   
    Rural Development, Marketing Consultant, Broadcaster
    Women as Farm Business Managers 

    Katelyn Huffman, Financial Officer, Compeer Financial
    The Drivers Behind Farm Transition Planning  

10:30 a.m.
   The FarmHer Experience 
   Marji Guyler-Alaniz is the founder of FarmHer which is broadcast on RFD-TV and via YouTube and  
    Podcast. She will discuss her travels across the country to tell the stories of the women who
    grow food, raise animals and care for the land. 
     
Noon     Lunch Break



1:00 p.m.    Annual Business Meeting
              This will include the committee reports, awards presentations and election of officers.

1:30 p.m. Naomi Blohm, Senior Market Advisor, Total Farm Marketing by Stewart-Peterson
   2021 Fundamental Outlook for Corn, Soybean, and Wheat   
   Join Naomi as she takes you on meaningful explanation of current grain market analysis. You will   
   understand the intricacies of our domestic and global marketplace, and ultimately what that means   
   for the price of the crop in your backyard.

2:15 p.m. Monica Neubauer is a  realtor, life management coach and cofounder of  Funtentional Living
   Change IS the New Normal 
   In today’s marketplace, major shifts in culture and industry happen at an exponential rate. The   
   expansion of technology into every area of life introduces to the Agricultural industry new ideas and   
   business concepts regularly. Change IS the new normal – it is a fast-moving train with no    
   signs of slowing down. Attendees will take away real life suggestions regarding research, systems   
   and processes, and attitudes that will help them be more aware of the changes and ways    
   they can adapt.  Adaptation can take the form of simple mind-set changes that affect cooperation   
   and relationships and move through a progression to full on technological changes and process   
   upgrades in communication and farming methods. Monica Neubauer will help each attendee    
   make a change to the next level up from where they are while encouraging them about what is still   
   effective and working.

3:45 p.m. Program Concludes



Meet Our Speakers

Naomi Blohm
Naomi Blohm is a specialist at helping farmers understand how to manage their 
cash marketing needs and help them understand the importance of managing 
basis, delivery point considerations, cash flow needs and storage capacity. She is co-
creator and presenter of Stewart-Peterson’s program “Women to Women: Educat-
ing Women about Farm Marketing.”

Colleen Callahan
An agribusiness news reporter and Director of the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources. She was the Democratic nominee for Illinois’ 18th congressional dis-
trict in 2008. She also served as Illinois Director of Rural Development under the 
Obama Administration.

Marji Guyler-Alaniz
President and Founder of FarmHer, is a lifetime Iowan and lover of photogra-
phy. That love combined with an 11-year career in corporate agriculture led her 
to launch FarmHer in the spring of 2013. Through FarmHer she is updating the 
image of agriculture by celebrating the female side of farming on her weekly na-
tional cable television show, FarmHer and creating community amongst women. In 
addition to Telly and Cynopsis Media awards for the FarmHer television show, her 
work for FarmHer has also been the feature of an Emmy-winning documentary, an 
award-winning weekly television show on RFD-TV. The brand has been highlight-
ed across all realms of media from Successful Farming and O, The Oprah Magazine 
to Smithsonian and Huffington Post.

Ruth Hambleton
Retired from University of Illinois Extension in 2009 after serving 30 years as Farm 
Business Management and Marketing Educator for 38 counties in Southern Illinois. 
Active in Illinois Agri Women and Founder of the nationwide education program 
Annie’s Project—Education for Farm Women.

Katelyn Huffman
Kate is a financial officer at Comper Financial in Davenport, IA. She is also a farm 
manager/hand at Huffman Family Farms near Kewanee.  She is a graduate of the 
University of Illinois with a degree in Finance. Kate describes herself as a hardwork-
ing, confident woman who always sees her work through to the end. I am very detail-
oriented and seek out challenges to keep my plate full.

Monica Neubauer
Monica and her husband Mark have been self-employed and managing their own 
businesses for 30 years, while raising 2 children and traveling the world for weeks at 
a time. They have had successful businesses in entertainment, graphic design, real 
estate and real estate investing, and speaking. They welcome you to laugh at or with 
them.

Holly Spangler
Editor for Prairie Farmer magazine, the nation’s oldest continually-published maga-
zine since 1841, serving agriculture in Illinois. She writes, edits and photographs 
stories for the magazine and manages a team of editors. Also serves as Executive 
Editor for the Eastern Corn Belt team at Farm Progress, managing six additional 
publications and editorial staff. 1998 graduate of U of I in communications.
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 Annual Meeting Registration   
  Members/Invited Guests  _____  $65

  Non-Members   _____  $80

First Name* ____________________________________________ 

Last Name* ____________________________________________

ASFMRA Member # ______________ 

Company (Guest of) ___________________________________ 

City ____________________________________ State ____ 

E-mail address* ________________________________________________________________
   *(Required for registration confirmation and meeting participation) 

Telephone _____________________________________________________

Credit Card # ______________________________________________  Exp. Date _____________

CE Credit Note: Attendance at the full program qualifies for 4 hours of ASFMRA CE.

Go to this link to register (recommended method)

 https://www.asfmra.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=c0ad7e35-a548-
4bab-b2c4-d771e6c76965&CommunityKey=68416bb9-a198-4276-b992-550af8e199ed&Home=%
2feducation%2feducation-calendar

or submit with payment to:

     ISPFMRA    
     N78W14573 Appleton Ave., #287    
     Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 

     or Fax to: 262-253-6903

11-24-20


