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Summer Tour Dates: August 4, 5
Fair Oaks/Ashkum Areas Will Be Focus

membership committee headed by Michael Bernhard,

First Mid Ag Services in Bourbonnais, and including
Dakota Behrends, Hertz Farm Management, Kankakee,
Ashten Masching, First Mid Ag Services, Bourbonnais
and Melissa Halpin, Hertz Farm Management, Kankakee,
have selected Thursday and Friday, August 4 and 5 to be
the dates for the 2022 ISPFMRA Summer Tour. Halpin
chaired the tour committee in 2015.

The massive Fair Oaks Farms property (https://fofarms.
com) in NW Indiana will be the focus of most of the
activities being organized for August 4. “I understand it
has been many years since the Chapter visited Fair Oaks,”
Bernhard says. “It has expanded greatly since then and in
addition to the DairyAdventure, which was there at the
time, the property now includes a complete hog operation
called the Pig Adventure and a center with focus on crop
production, the Crop Adventure.”
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Current planning calls for the tour to spend a good deal
of the day on August 4 at Fair Oaks, including a luncheon
program with a guest speaker from the operation.

From there the group plans to travel to Locavore Farm
in Grant Park for a Dine On The Land outdoor dining
experience.

The Friday program currently being developed will (if all
things come together properly) start off with breakfast at
Beans-Barley Brews (https://www.facebook.com/Beans-
Barley-Brews-152804722175982/) followed by tours

of Janie’s Mill (https://www.janiesmill.com/) featuring
organic flours and breads and ending at Janie’s

farm (https://www.janiesfarm.com/).

The exact hotel base is still being considered but will be
in the Bradley/Kankakee area. Information on lodging
will be forthcoming as soon as a resting place is deter-
mined.

“Our plans call for all of our group to travel on a motor
coach on Thursday. On Friday we will travel in personal
vehicles because of the short distances. This will also al-
low our members to leave directly from Jamie’s Farm at
the close of the activities there.

“We will get out all the details along with fees and lodg-
ing information as soon as it becomes available,” Bern-
hard says. “In the meantime, plan on attending August 4
and 5.”

Lots New at
https:/lispfmra.org
Check it Out !!
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Kent Says...

by Kent Reid

President

Illinois Society of Professional
Farm Managers and Rural
Appraisers

he older I get the more I understand the old saying

“the days are long, but the years are short”! The
first quarter of 2022 is already gone. What a winter it
was. From the end of 2021 through this first quarter,
sales of agricultural land were numerous, and prices
were strong.

Our Annual Meeting was held in Springfield on January 26th — 28th. It was great
to be back in person and to have so many of you there. If you missed this year’s
meeting, | would highly encourage you to join us at the DoubleTree in Bloom-
ington for next year’s edition in February..

The annual Illinois Land Values Conference was held in person on March 17th.
What a great success with almost 150 people in attendance. I want to thank Luke
Worrell for all his work chairing this event. Thank you also to all the Region
Chairs and all the members that helped gather all the data. Special thanks also

to Bruce Sherrick and Gary Schnitkey and the University of Illinois team for the
many hours of work putting this information together.

The Summer Tour is coming up on August 4th & 5th. More details of what the
committee has in store for us are included in this newsletter. I have heard a tour
of Fair Oaks Farms is being planned.

I want to take a minute and challenge all of us to bring our friends and associates
into the society. | have been questioned many times, “Why should I be a member
of the ISPFMRA?”

My response is twofold. You want to be a member to further your career and pur-
sue the many opportunities to grow professionally. Our organization provides the
highest level of education and the opportunities to become an accredited Farm
Manager or Rural Appraiser. These designations delineate you as the best in your
field.

The other response is to be a part of a bigger group, a network of professional
farm managers and rural appraisers. There is a wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence that this organization has for each of us. Through a sharing of ideas, we all
become better.

How would you answer this question? I would love to share more ideas. Let me
know your thoughts.

As I write this, it is still a little cool and wet, but Spring is here and planting
season won'’t be far behind!

Safe planting and God bless.

L/K{ “'-—CFJ; -



NEMATODES COST AN ESTIMATED
IN YIELD LOSS.

Invisible. Invasive. Underestimated.
Nematodes have been stealing corn
and soybean yields, and getting away
with it. But this seed treatment
technology strikes where nematodes

e e o i attack, protecting against yield loss:

nematodes in corn roots

NEMASTRIKE"

TECHNOLOGY

x CCELERON

SEED APPLIED SOLUTIONS

Availability Pending Requlatory Approvals

Soybeans Delivers broad-spectrum control

3 Stays in the root zone

Controls for up to 75 days

TAKE BACK YOUR BUSHELS.
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SINCE OUR FOUNDING IN 1937, WE HAVE BELIEVED IN THE INTEGRITY OF BEING
AN INDEPENDENT, FAMILY-OWNED SEED COMPANY. WE STAND UP FOR THE THINGS
THAT MATTER MOST; QUR FAITH, FREEDOM, AND HELPING FARMERS SUCCEED.



Patron Chapter, Again !

his is the 2021 Patron Chapter banner we did not have available

for the annual meeting. The lllinois Chapter has been fortunate to
receive this in 3 of the 4 years the program has been operating. The
Patron Chapter Award is the most prestigious award we could receive.
Our membership is as individuals and we have been doing a good
job of identifying leaders in our chapter. However, this represents a
culmination of the entire lllinois membership operating together as a
team to foster the ideals of our profession and set us apart as the “The
most trusted rural property professionals”.

Our Chapter works together through committees and is guided by a
responsive, dedicated leadership. This award is not in competition with
anyone but ourselves. It is a reflection of a lot of parts coming together
to make us successful. Congratulations to every member of lllinois
Society of Professional Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers.

There are a number of items a Chapter must achieve to receive the
recognition and they are: 1. Chapter in good standing with members’
ethics and continuing education. Having a working mission statement
and logo; 2. Demonstrated a net growth in membership; 3. A program
to assist members in professional advancement; 4. Chapter has
membership meetings and offers continuing education; 5. Chapter has
a Young Professional Network with activities; 6. Chapter has a broad
base of leadership positions with chairs being active; 7. Chapter has a
representative participate in Members Advisory Group; 8. Chapter has
participation in the Chapter leadership meeting; 9. Chapter is engaged
with collegiate students of universities and community colleges to
foster the profession and relate ASFMRA membership; 10. Provide
financial support to ASFMRA with sponsorships and auction items.

i1l Manulife Investment Management

Hancock Farmland Services is now
Manulife Investment Management

We're pleased to announce that Hancock Matural Resource Group and Hancock Farmland Services
have adopted the Manulife [mvestment Management brand. While our narme has changed, our
people, portfolios, operations, and values remain the same.,

We manage sustainable agriculture assets on behalf of institutional investors around the world.
Spanning over 400,000 acres' across the United States, Australia, Canada, and Chile, our farms
are integrated with comprehensive property management operations,

4 \ | David Baughman, AFM \ Monte Ireland, AFM Scott Matthys, AFM, CCA
BN 2177736751 S 217-714-2630 ¥ 574-299-3577
dbaughmang@manulife.com | mireland@manufifie.com smatthys@Emanulie.com
L

1 Asof 8/30/2021, © 2022 Manulife Investment Managament, Al rights resenved, Manulife, Manulife Investment Management,
Siylized M Dessgn, and Manulife Investment Management & Stylized M Design are trademiarks of The Manufacturers Life Insurance
Cormpany and are used by it, and by its affiliates under license. 548356
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GET CASH INCENTIVES FOR ENERGY-EFFICIENT
UPGRADES AT YOUR FACILITY.

Energy usage accounts for a large percentage of the
operation costs at a grain or livestock farm. Energy-
efficient improvements — like upgrading to grain dryers
or switching to high-efficiency fans — will help your
agribusiness boost its bottom line each and every year.

For more information visit Take A Closer LOOk

AmerenlllinoisSavings.com/Ag The cover of this year's Land Values and Lease Trends Report
 call 1.866.800.0747 is actually a report unto itself. More that offering nice photos
orcafl 1.ob0.out. of llinois cropland, the cover was designed to provide a visual
summary of the trends we’ve seen in prices being paid for lllinois
farmland over the past 12-plus years while the contents inside the
g ’/, book provide greater year-over-year details.

“ZAmeren

ILLINOIS

APPRAISAL SERVICES.

Agriculture isn’t just a market we serve. It's what we're founded on.
It's who-we.are..Our.agricultural.and real estate appr.

are equipped with the resources, knowledge and ex| exper

you understand your property’s value. Let’s get started today.

COMPEER

FERNEA NG FAE

COMPEER.COM/APPRAISAL
(844) 426-6733

“2B%  Compeer Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender and Equal Opportunity Provider. ©2019 All rights reserved.



YPN Member Prof//e

EI‘IC Wilkinson

Background:

I grew up on a small grain and livestock farm Southwest
of Mazon in Southern Grundy County. I now live in Ve-
rona, Southwest Grundy County on my maternal grand-
parent’s farm with my wife Amber, daughter Lyla (10),
and sons Grahm (8) and Tucker (5).

Education:

I studied 2 years at Joliet Junior College in the Ag Trans-

fer program before attending lowa State University where
I received my bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Business.

Hobbies/Interests:

I enjoy helping my father on the farm in the spring and
fall, working on our house, outbuildings, old vehicles, and
riding motorcycles.

Employer:
Hertz Farm Management and Real Estate Services

Role/Position:
Farm Manager, Appraiser, Real Estate Broker

How many years have you been in your profession?
13

What influenced you to choose your profession:

I always knew I wanted to work in the agricultural indus-
try and I was always intrigued with farmland. My father
owns a farm drainage business and has been involved in
that industry for over 30 years and enjoy observing farms

being improved. I also like working with people and
developing long-term relationships..

What do you enjoy about your profession?

The people you meet and build relationships with. My fa-
vorite part about my job is when my clients come to visit
their farms. It is an opportunity to show them what we do
to help them, and there are always endless conversations
and interesting stories..

What do you see for the future of your profession?

I believe the profession has a solid future. Advocating for
landowners that are newly removed to several generations
removed from active production, or especially the inves-
tors that do not have a working knowledge of farming
will always be in demand.

What is a suggestion you would give to a young person
that is considering a career in your profession?

Job shadow several managers in your area and get a better
sense of what the job entails. This is also a great opportu-

nity to gain perspectives on whether you want to work for
a larger firm or smaller firm. Many of our great members

are nearing retirement and it is a great opportunity to gain
knowledge from their many years of experience. Don’t be
afraid to ask questions.

Favorite inspirational quote:

I like many, am not sure I have a favorite. For this context
I would say: ‘People rarely succeed unless they have fun
in what they are doing.” - Dale Carnegie

Professional Affiliations:
ISPFMRA, ASFMRA, RLI

i e W Wa WA Y T Yo W W Wa W Wra

May the rains fall softly upon your fields...

At lett is our EVP Carroll Merry
at the March 17 Land Values
Conference reminding us that
St Patrick’s Day is one of
sharing brotherood and good
cheer to bring happy times fo
all who particjpate. This re-
minds us of the melting pot of
people who make up America.

The real purpose of this message is o share a word of Thanks
and Appreciation fo Carroll for all the support, initiation of ideas,
planning, communicating, coordination and fun he brings to our
chapter. Carroll makes It hagpen..our events, monthly board meet-
ngs, communication... and s presernce at all of our functions is
very much appreciated. From every member of ISPFMRA “Thank
You'. And thank you for the ice-cream and for the annual contribu-
tions of Merrys Irish Cream for our scholarship auction!
Rick Hiatt



THE BENEFITS OF
MEMBERSHIP

As an ASFMRA member, you join the ranks of
The Mcm lTusted Ruml Fruperuf meessiandls.

You also receive a wide range of benefits that can help you get
started In your career, improve your skillsets and connect you
with respected industry colleagues across the nation.

Unparalled Education ASFMRA courses are written and taught by
practicing professionals, and offered to members at significantly
discounted prices. Our industry is like no other, so our education is
targeted to the unigue challenges and environment of rural property.
Courses can help you meet continuing education requirements,
qualify for licensure or achieve one of the exclusive ASFMRA
professional designations.

Exclusive Designations The ASFMRA offers

pathways toward professional designations that help The ASFMRAs approisal accreditations
you stand out from the crowd, including the the help me stand out from the average
Accredited Farm Manager [AFM), Accredited Rural appraiser. They show that | went above
Appraiser (ARA), Real Property Review Appraiser and Beyond to moke sute | know how to

(RPRA) and Accredited Agricultural Consultant [AAC). handle the complexities of rural property
These designations mark you as a leader in your
profession, and assure others that you're commited
to being the best you can be.

Outstanding Networking You'll grow a nationwide
network of “friends in the business” who will become
great resources, collaborators and colleagues.

Promotion of Your Services The ASFMRA will help you rise to
the top as potential clients seek out services, Member profiles
include contact information, specialties and designations,
and are searchable through the "Find a Land Expert” tool on
the ASFMRA's website and mobile app, which is promoted
through digital advertising.

BECOME A MEMBER

it ASFMRA.ORG/JOIN

& Rural Appraisers

720 S. Colorado Blvd., Suite 360-5, Glendale, C




Land Values Rising at Unprecedented Rate

nprecedented’ describes the land market throughout

2021 and into the early stages of 2022. We ended
2021 incredibly strong with lots of action and we sit here in
early 2022 trying to decipher where the wild ride will end.”
These are the opening comments from Luke Worrell, AFM,
ALC, Worrell Land Services, Jacksonville, IL, chair of the
2022 Land Values Conference held in Bloomington, IL on
March 17.

Citing increases being paid for farmland as high as 26 per-
cent compared to a year ago, Worrell says “Across the state
we have seen meteoric rises in prices across all classifica-
tions of land. Leading the charge was Class A or ‘Excellent’
acreage which saw a jump of 26 percent. It is a number
that can take your breath away, but across the entire state
the regions with Class A farmland experienced a rise of 30
percent from two years ago.”

Worrell notes that the dramatic increases didn’t end with
Class A acreage. “Lower land category classifications like
Good were up 24 percent. Average farmland was up over 20
percent. Even Fair land was up 5 percent and recreational
or mixed-use properties elevated significantly throughout
certain pockets of the state.”

He adds, “There is no doubt we ended 2021 strong with
some legs left to this market. If anything, the sales that took
place in the first half of 2021 likely reduced the overall
averages. The calendar flipped at the end of December with
land sales on the upswing and not retreating.”

The Drivers

Worrell noted that many growers were able to sell their
2021 grain nearly 50 percent higher than they did with their
2020 grain. “ It stands to reason that when potential gross
farm income can see that jump, values could rise. Addi-
tionally, interest rates are still historically low. Borrowing
strength is strong and there are many cash buyers out there
as well. Historically speaking, land can be very bullish

in unsettling turbulent times as many see it as a hedge on
inflation,” he continues. “Also, the supply of readily avail-
able farms was down in 2020 meaning that pent up demand
loomed throughout 2021.”

One of the more interesting phenomena of 2021 was the
sheer number of sales, particularly auctions, that took place

in the fall, Worrell notes. “We saw more Class A, Excel-
lent quality acres be put on the auction block than in recent
memory. With those auctions came a wide variety of auc-
tion methods as that world changed thanks to COVID-19.
While we still see a majority of local buyers, the presence
of large institutional buyers and “mega-wealthy” interest
has increased over the last year.”

Land Avg for All

Category Regions 2020 Change
Excellent $14,700 Up 26%
Good $10,710 Up 24%
Average $7,455 Up 21%
Fair $5,500 Up 5%
Recreational $4,615 Up 11%

Cash rents are also on the rise

According to Gary Schnitkey, Ph.D., University of Illi-
nois, who shared the podium with Worrell, “The mid-year
survey we did last August projected an average rise in rent
fees of 12 percent, but our year-end numbers show that

a figure closer to 20 percent is what ended up happening
more frequently than not.”

He explained that Per Acre Cash Rents for 2022 for Excel-
lent farmland ranges from $400 at the top end to $300 in
the lower 1/3. Those same ranges for Good land vary from
$360 at the top to $250 at the lower 1/3. Average farmland
varies from $300 at the top to $215 at the bottom. Fair land
ranges from $250 per acre to $160.

“There are two types of cash rent leases: traditional and
variable,” Schnitkey explains. Under a traditional lease,

a fixed amount of cash rent is negotiated between the land
owner and tenant, typically at the beginning of the crop
year. Under a variable lease, the amount of the cash pay-
ment depends on revenue. A typical variable lease has

a fixed base payment and then a “bonus” payment. The
bonus payment is a percentage of gross revenue when gross
revenue exceeds a specified level. In 2022, traditional crop
share arrangements will account for 28 percent of leases
while variable cash leases had a 36 percent share of leases.

“Farm managers typically use short lease terms on cash
rental arrangements. Of cash rents, 81 percent of the leases
were one-year in length,” he notes.

An audience of 150 members and
public visitors turned out for the
2022 lllinois Land Values Confer-
ence held March 17 in Blooming-
ton. In addition to speakers on
the economy and the land values
report itself, there was also a panel
discussion on what happened in
2021 with farmland auctions. All
the presentations are available for
review at www.ispfmra.org.
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: Bonraisal Serv Service to Agriculture
1
T Colleagues Award
. P ement o . .
ns: ) managemen linois Farm Bureau President Rich-
o1 ard Guebert Jr., at left, is presented
Manager iand S8188 yith the Service to Agriculture award
. during the annual meeting of the
Appraiser 250N n Illinois Society of Professional Farm
Managers and Rural Appraisers.
W Appraiser Making the presentation is Seth Bak-

er, AFM, immediate past-president
of the Society. In honoring Guebert,
Baker noted his lifelong commitment
to public service in lllinois agri-
culture including appointments by
Illinois governors to various boards,
missions and task forces. Prior to
becoming IFB’s 15th president,
Guebert was vice president of the
organization. He also serves as
president of COUNTRY Financial,
Illinois Agricultural Service Com-
pany and the IAA Foundation and

. represents IFB on the coordinating

. committee for GROWMARK, Inc.
The award is the highest citation
given to a non-member by the
Society. Guebert and his wife Nancy
reside in Ellis Grove.
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SPRINGFIELD PLASTICS,
INC. IS HERE TO HELDP.

Our tile drainage system gets you in the
field faster for planting and saves you from
having to replant during a wet season. '

This means increased yields through:
e Better soil aeration

e Deeper root development

* Improved soil moisture conditions
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* Improved flexibility RUIN YOUR HARVEST.
« No cracks or soft spots Call Springfield Plastics today!
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Farmer helpline. services now available 24 /7

Farming is a challenging and sometimes dangerous busi-
ness. Weather, machinery, logistics and livestock can
cause difficulties within a day’s work in the field.

Yet these can pale next to the concerns and stress that a
farmer carries inside. The pressure to be productive and
profitable comes with the acreage, and may seem as fixed as
the land itself.

Being human, a farmer may also face problems in his or her
personal life. The tendency to be self-reliant and keep busy
can make caring for one’s health — both physical and mental
— an afterthought.

A new support system is available to help the Illinois
farming community. It’s as close as your phone. A helpline
(1-833-FARM-SOS) will connect farmers to health profes-
sionals and services as part of a new statewide program.
The Farm Family Resource Initiative (FFRI) is a program
managed by the SIU School of Medicine’s Center for Rural
Health and Social Service Development. FFRI has cre-
ated a statewide network of resources to address the mental
health needs of the farming and agricultural workforce.

In addition to the 24-hour helpline, farmers can access free
webinars, blogs and trainings on psychological signs of
stress at the website siumed.edu/farm.

“We’ve designed the program to give ongoing outreach,
education and training to our rural partners,” said Karen
Stallman, FFRI agricultural resource specialist. “We want to
improve the health and safety of farm families. It’s another
toolkit they can use to keep well and productive.”

SIU Medicine conducted a needs assessment in 2020 that
found 2 out of 3 Illinois farmers considered farm-related
stress and mental health to be significant problems. In addi-
tion to the regular stresses of farm management, the pan-
demic has created labor and supply chain disruptions.

In 2021, the Illinois Department of Agriculture received a
$500,000 USDA grant that allowed expansion of the FFRI’s
pilot program to all 102 counties. “The state brought fed-
eral funding to help a segment of the rural population,” said
Stallman, “and our medical community was there, ready to
step up.”

“SIU School of Medicine has a mission of social account-
ability and bringing better health to central and southern
[llinois,” said Jerry Kruse, MD, MSPH, dean and provost
of SIU School of Medicine. “The Farm Family Resource
Initiative is a great fit for us and our rural partners — we’re
putting the resources where they are needed most, right in
the farmers” hands.”

Mental health professionals from Memorial Behavioral
Health in Springfield staff the helpline. The counselors
have both medical expertise and knowledge of the factors
that affect farming. The phone number is 1-833-327-6767
(1-833-FARM-SOS). The website, siumed.edu/farm, has
new content and resources added regularly.

Please share this information with farmers and their loved
ones who may benefit from it. They have friends here and
across Illinois who want them to live well and prosper.

WE ALL NEED
SOMEONE WE
CAN TALKTO

1-833-FARMSOS

(833-327-6767)

FREE | CONFIDENTIAL | 24/7
SOMEONE YOU CAN TALKTO

Someons s always hare to listen, Anytime. Snywhers
Whe know the strugzles of farming and ae hars to halp

»

SI1U MEDICINE

—
7\

—

siumed.argfarm
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- Jennifer S.
6th Generation
Family farmer and dealer

THE GENETICS
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At LG Seeds it’s not just the genetics of our seed corn; it’s the genetics of who we are.
From our dealers in the field to our scientists back in the lab, everything we do is built
around helping you achieve real, lasting success.

SEE JENNIFER’S STORY AT LGSEEDS.COM/TESTIMONIALS

OUR SEED. YOUR SOIL. TOTAL SUCCESS.

LG Seeds and design are trademarks of SCA Limagrain. © 2017 LG Seeds



Dean Kyburz Named to Chapter Hall of Fame

Dean Kyburz, (at right) a longtime member and mentor to many through decades of service to ISPFMRA, was named to the Chapter’s Hall
of Fame during the annual meeting held January 27 in Springfield. Kyburz, who was accompanied by his wife Cindy, was given the honor
by Seth Baker, AFM, immediate past-president of the Chapter. Baker cited Kyburz’ many years of service as a member and employee of
the First National Bank of Decatur, which through mergers later became Main Street Bank and Trust and eventually Busey Bank. “Through
those many years Dean was the mentor to many professionals who were new to the farm management and farmland appraisal industry,”
said Baker. “He taught them well.” Kyburz, who retired in 2019, was a licensed general appraiser. He also obtained his Real Estate Broker
____and Managing Brokers licenses and served as
Lanp OWNER BENEFITE the Managing Broker for Busey Farm Brokerage.
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Our mission: “To be
your premier trusted
partner on current
and future farm
managed acres”

From our entire Bayer
Team “Thank You” for
your business




DATES TO REMEMBER
May 24 -- 7-Hour USPAP National Update, Fairfield Inn, Effingham
July 13 - 23 -- ASFMRA Summer Education Week, Des Moines, 1A
August 4,5 -- Summer Tour in Kankakee/Ashkum Area
February, 2023 -- 2023 ISPFMRA Annual Meeting, DoubleTree by Hilton, Bloomington
March 23, 2023 -- 2023 lllinois Land Values Conference, DoubleTree by Hilton, Bloomington

Have You Checked Our Website Recently?

Land Values Conference Presentations
https://ispfmra.org/2022/03/17/2022-land-values-conference-presentations/

Land Values Report Order Form

https://clients-ispfmra.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2022/03/03215522/Farmland-Values-Report-Order-Form.pdf

Videos on Role of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers
https://ispfmra.org/the-role-of-farm-managers-and-rural-appraisers/

k2 7 & mm Our roots are in
5 i farms like yours

We built our business by protecting farmers like
you from the beginning. As one of the nation’s
leading farm insurers, we have the expertise
to help you protect your livelihood. After all,
we’ve been doing it for over 90 years.
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#TakeSimpleSteps today
to protect your farm.

Visit COUNTRYFinancial.com or talk to your
local representative to find out more.
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Farm Credit’s Kent Reid Heads Leadership at lllinois Farm Managers/Appraisers

Kent Reid, center, back row, heads

the new leadership team as president
of the lllinois Society of Professional
Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers.
Reid, chief appraiser for Farm Credit
llinois, was elected during the organi-
zation’s annual meeting held January
27 in Springfield, Ill. Joining him in

the photo are, back row, from left:
Elizabeth Strom, AFM, vice president,
with Murray Wise Associates, Cham-
paign, lIl.; and, Maria Boerngen, Ph.D.,
academic vice president, associate
professor of Agribusiness, lllinois State
University, Normal, Ill. Seated are from
left: Gary Schnitkey, Ph.D., secretary/
treasurer, professor of Farm Manage-
ment, University of lllinois, Urbana, Ill;
Tim Harris, AFM, immediate past-pres-
ident, executive manager with Capital
Agricultural Property Services, Princ-
eton, lll; and Russ Hiatt, AFM, ARA,
partner with Hiatt Farmland Services,
Champaign, lll. The organization,
founded in 1928, has 268 members
serving landowners across lllinois.

Finance

with a lender who delivers cooperative value 'A

® Low upfront interest rates © @ No lender fees at closing

® Annual cash patronage ® FreshRoots beginning farmer lending

: assistance
@® Tailored loan terms

: Network of agents with crop insurance
@® Fee-free repricings expertise

Find out more: www.farmcreditlL.com/advantage

eoeFARM CREDIT 217-590-2200 | ask@farmcreditiL.com

% ILLINOIS

Serving the southern 60 counties in lllinois
Helping Farm Families Succeed




YEARS

Celebrating 95 years
of proven performance.

Pioneer is proud to celebrate 95 years of world-class
genetics, leading traits, innovative technology, and
superior agronomic service. Count on your trusted
seed advisor for quality seed products with a history
of proven performance.

Contact your local Pioneer sales representative today!
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CAUGHT ON CAMERA AT THE LAND VALUES CONFERENCE




WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS

Russell DePew
309-829-7002
depewlaw@aol.com
Friend

201 W. Olive St.
Bloomington, IL 61701

Ashlyn Gummersheimer
ashlyn.gummersheimer@farmcreditil.com
Associate

222 S Rapp Ave

Columbia, IL 62236-2351

Marybeth Holliday
(217) 971-7715
mjholliday01@gmail.com
Student

27929 Janssen Ave
Athens, IL 62613-7566

Cameron Huey

(309) 846-1046
cameron.huey@busey.com
Associate

Busey Ag Services

130 N Water St

Decatur, IL 62523-1310

Dean Kyburz
dgcjkyburz3@wmconnect.com
Friend

5165 Melwood Ct.

Decatur, IL 62521

Thomas Madison

(217) 358-8053

thomas madison@yahoo.com
Student

Illinois State University

340 1842nd Ave

Mount Pulaski, IL 62548-6017

Chelsea Ochs

(618) 863-1012
cochs1422@gmail.com
Student

4759 E Post Ln

Olney, IL 62450-5143

Rich Phillip

(309) 665-0957
prich@firstmid.com
Associate

First Mid Ag Services

6 Heartland Dr Ste A
Bloomington IL 61704-7737

Bailey Reynolds

(217) 853-1263
breynolds@firstmid.com
Associate

First Mid Ag Services
455 North Main Street
Decatur, IL 62523

Jillian Smith

(815) 901-5074
jill@roosterag.com

Associate

Rooster Ag

17561 E Big Mound Rd
Monroe Center, IL 61052-9772

Samanth Vazzano
svazzano(@jiastate.edu
Student

665 Hunters Path
Marengo, IL, 60152-3526

Tucker Wood
217-268-4434
tucker@tuckerwood.com
Friend

111 E. Main St.,

PO Box 306

Arcola, IL 61910
‘ AR OCIATES

Profitable results through trusted professionals

WE OFFER:
CONSULTING SERVICES
UNIQUE WATERSHED APPROACH
SURFACE AND SUBSURFACE DESIGN
LICENSED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING
PROJECT FACILITATION
DRAINAGE WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN
NUTRIENT LOSS REDUCTION OPTIONS
AND MUCH MORE

The professional engineering firm that understands agricultural
drainage.

2700 North Main Street
Moweaqua, IL 62550
0: +1.217.768.4930
F: +1.217.768.3041
sales@digsassociates.com
www.digsassociates.com




Our Commercial Sponsors

Platinum Level
Bayer
Ronald Dunker 314-578-3973 ronald.dunker@bayer.com

Pioneer
Alan Hopkins 815 674-3711  alan.hopkins@pioneer.com

Wyftels Hybrids
Stan Tarr 309-838-4138 starr@wyffels.com
Gold Level
Compeer Financial
Mike Morris  309-268-0136  mike.morris@compeer.com.
COUNTRY Financial
Craig Conroy 309-821-2216 craig.conroy@countryfinancial.com
Farm Credit Illinois
Rod Stoll  217-590-2174 rod.stoll@farmcreditil.com
LG Seeds
Chris Haag  265-490-9621 chris.haag@lgseeds.com
Springfield Plastics
Steve Baker 217-438-6167 sbaker@spipipe.com
Silver

Agricultural Soil Management (ASM)

Alec Bean 217-356-5756 abean@asmlabs.net

Ameren Illinois
John Bientema  309-677-7950 jbientema@ameren.com

Beck’s Hybrids

Chad Kalaher 309-319-8680 chad.kalaher@beckshybrids.com

Digs Associates
Corey Getz ~ 217-768-4930 Sales@digsassociates.com



