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  Heavyweight Keynotes Fill
  Annual Meeting Speaker Roster
The dates of February 1 and 2 have quickly filled with activities surrounding 

the 2023 Chapter Annual Meeting. 

“In addition to the full agenda for the meeting, itself, we’ve added a full day of 
events on February 1 that should interest many.” So says Elizabeth Strom, AFM, 
Annual Committee Chair. 

Wednesday, February 1 will start off with a bus tour to the ISU Farm at Lexing-
ton. A full morning schedule is set by Rob Rhykerd who says the tour will start 
with an overview of the farm and its history, then will move into tours of some 
of the livestock facilities. Hopefully the weather will cooperate so the planned 
outdoor activities can go on. The motor coach will depart from the lobby of the 
DoubleTree at 8 a.m. and return around noon.

There is no fee to take part in the visit to the farm but registration is required so 
arrangements can be made for the appropriate motor coach. Use the regular regis-
tration form to sign up.

While there will be light refreshments at the farm, lunch will be on your own 
once the bus returns to Bloomington.

Monica’s Back
Monica Neubauer is on the schedule again this year and will lead a full after-
noon’s discussion at the DoubleTree on Wednesday afternoon.

“She’s a real handful of energy and everyone enjoys her presentations,” Strom 
says. The program is open to any and all and is a good reason to come in early for 
the meeting. Neubauer’s topic will be on communications and, be forewarned, 
she will be looking for some ‘volunteers’ to take part in some extemporaneous 
panel discussions.

The wrap up for the day will be a hosted reception at the DoubleTree from 4:30 
to 6:00 p.m.

Thursday’s Program

“Whether it’s markets, the weather, or government ag policy, we have all the 
bases covered with some real heavyweight keynote speakers set for the Annual 
Meeting on February 2,” Strom continues.

See the latest news at 
https://ispfmra.org

Check it out !!

    Mark
Your Calendars

February 1, 2, 2023 -- 
ISPFMRA Annual Meeting 
DoubleTree by Hilton 
Bloomington, Illinois

March 23, 2023 
Illinois Land Values 
 Conference
DoubleTree by Hilton
Bloomington, Illinois

November 2023
ASFMRA Annual Conference
Nashville, TN Dates TBA

Fall  2022



 

IT WAS GROWN 
SUSTAINABLY.

Soil health for future 
generations and value 
preservation for 
landowners, this is the 
American Sustainable 
Farming di�erence.

We pursue higher risk-adjusted returns, 
increasing operating e�ciency, yields 
and farming the land sustainably to 
maximize future returns and prevent 
erosion.

HOW WE MAKE IT HAPPEN?
www.asfarming.com.

CONTACT US
1902 Fox Dr #13, Champaign, IL 61822
Phone: +1-618-340-0443
management@asfarming.com
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those members who recently received recognition at the 
ASFMRA annual national meeting in San Antonio. This 
will include those newly accredited members from Illinois. 
Also on tap for this session will be the presentation of the 
Hall of Fame and Service to Agriculture awards.

A special presentation updating members on ASFMRA 
national matters will also be part of this session. A short 
business meeting with the formal change in leadership will 
wrap up this segment of the day’s agenda.

Concurrent Sessions
Immediately following the luncheon the group will split 
into two groups to hear specially-focused presentations for 
appraisers and managers. 

An Update on the World of Appraisers -- Moving Be-
yond Covid is the suggested topic given to Brian Weaver, 
Real Estate Appraisal Coordinator with the Illinois Real 
Estate Appraisal Administration and Disciplinary Board. At 
the time of this newsletter Mr. Weaver has been invited but 
had not yet accepted the speaking opportunity. Members 
will be notified if this changes.

While the appraisers are having their session, those man-
ages in the group will hearing from the top leadership of 
United Prairie LLC, based in Tolono. What’s Happening 
in the Ag Input Sector will be the topic discussed by Curt 

“We have a great committee what has been working for 
weeks to bring the best possible program to our members 
for our in-person event at the DoubleTree. We’re excited 
about it and hope the membership will turn out in large 
numbers to get all the information that will be presented.”

Kicking off the Thursday morning program will be Dan 
Basse, president of AgResource Company based in Chica-
go. Basse has spoken to the Illinois Society members on a 
number of occasions in the past and has always been well-
received with his trove of information. His topic will be 
current world markets and, as usual, he will go into depth 
to explain not only the marketing side of what’s happen-
ing, but the geo-political influences which are forcing some 
international changes to food stocks and agriculture

After a short break, Eric Snodgrass will take the stage for 
‘A look at the weather’ and all the other topics he typically 
gets into. He is expected to bring his usually entertaining 
and informative presentation. As science fellow and prin-
ciple atmospheric scientist for Nutrien Ag Solutions, Eric 
also hosts the Ag Weather Forecast which is likely where 
most Chapter members see and hear him in his daily dis-
cussions about weather affecting Illinois and the MidWest.

The noon Member Recognition Luncheon will highlight 

Top Keynotes at Annual Meeting
(Continued from previous page)

Farm insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, 
Bloomington, Illinois.

When you add equipment or buildings to your 
farm, you’re investing in your success. Protect 
those assets, and your entire operation, by 
adding them to your insurance, too.

Call 866-COUNTRY (866-268-6879) or reach out to your 
local rep to get farm insurance that works for you.

Your farm insurance  
should grow  
with your farm.

Continued on next page



Miller, CEO, and Kyle Meece, Agronomy Manager for the 
cooperative.
These sessions will be followed by the customary Build-
Your-Own Sundae ice cream social.

All will come together again to hear state’s go-to source 
for legal matters involving farm management issues, Tom 
Jennings of Livingston, Barger Brandt and Schroeder, based 
in Bloomington. Tom will speak on What’s new in the laws 
of Farm Management in Illinois, a subject all are going to 
want to hear.

The afternoon will wrap up with a report from Washington 
D.C. presented by Ed Elfmann, ABA’s senior vp of agricul-
ture and rural banking policy. For years Ed served as the 
ABA’s chief lobbyist so is well-wired into the intricacies 
of what makes our government work (or not!) With a new 
Congress in session, his insights should be VERY interest-
ing.

The evening will conclude with the Memorial Scholarship 
reception and Auction. The Chapter has done well the past 
couple of years even with the COVID disruptions.....we 
hope to keep that string of successful auctions on the roll.

ASFMRA Continuing Education credits for attending the 
activities are as follows:

2/1 Lexington Farm Tour -- 3 hours
2/1 Monica Neubauer Presentation -- 4 hours
2/2 Annual Meeting – 7 hours 

• Consulting 
• Design 
• Engineering
• Facilitation 
• Implementation 
• Management

Land and 
water drainage 
expertise every 
step of the 
way.

In collaboration with Ag drainage resources

pinionglobal.com
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Agriculture isn’t just a market we serve. It’s what we’re founded on. 
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Thank you....
Thank you for the scholarship. It is greatly appreciated 
and will help out financially this year. This allows me to 
focus on my major without as much of a financial burden.

This scholarship will help me with my educational goals 
and being able to achieve them. Focusing more on stud-
ies than work, I will be able to obtain more education that I 
can understand and use in the future.

I am looking to obtain my bachelors degree in agribusi-
ness economics this year. I plan on eventually taking over 
a farm and running it to the best of my abilities.

Thank you for the scholarship. It is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Tyler Clodfelter

Don’t forget your Auction Items for the 
2023 Memorial Scholarship Auction

6 p.m.
Thursday

February 2, 2023

Thank you for our recent donation to the Department of 
Agriculture at ISU! Investments like yours are having a ma-
jor impact on our Department/. For example, it has enabled 
our judging teams to remain competitive at national con-
tests and helped us improve the teaching facilities within 
the Department. We’ve been able to recruit and retain 
some of the best and brightest students with scholarships. 
It’s helped us maintain strong enrollment in our program 
and our graduates continue to be very competitive when 
entering the workforce.

It’s a good time to be in agriculture and thanks to your 
support it’s a good time to be studying Agriculture at Illinois 
State University.

Thanks again for investing in our students and the future of 
the ISU Department of Agriculture

Sincerely,

Dr. Fanson Kidwaro, Chair
Department of Agriculture



by Kent Reid
President, ISPFMRA 

I always remember my father telling me, “The days seem long, but the years fly 
by.” It is hard to believe that at the time of this writing, Thanksgiving is over, and 
the Christmas tree is up. 2023 is right around the corner. 

This is my last official President’s message as Russ Hiatt will take over at our 
upcoming annual meeting. It has been a great honor to serve as your President 
this past year. I am truly excited for Russ and the leadership he will bring to our 
organization. 

Speaking of Annual Meeting, the ISPFMRA annual meeting will be held on 
February 2, 2023 at the DoubleTree by Hilton in Bloomington. The agenda is set, 
and complete details are included in this newsletter. The committee has a great 
event planned with lots of exciting speakers. 

There will also be a ISU Farm Tour held on the morning of February 1st and an 
afternoon presentation by Monica Neubauer with a reception to follow that eve-
ning. Save these dates on your calendar and be sure to join us!  

If you haven’t been to an annual meeting for a while, or maybe you have never 
attended, I encourage you to sign up. It is a great place to network with your fel-
low members and learn from the outstanding speakers. It also just a fun time with 
the perennial favorite Ice Cream social, Scholarship Auction and Trade Talk.
 
Throughout this year, my message has talked to you about why you are a mem-
ber or why you should be a member of ISPFMRA. I believe there is great benefit 
in being an active member of our society. Notice that I said an active member. It 
is great to see some newer faces becoming involved and participating. The ability 
to surround yourself with the best of the best in your professions, learning and 
sharing ideas, is the true value of this organization. Who do you know that could 
benefit from our society?  Ask them to join, bring them to the annual meeting, 
lets continue to promote our great society. 

I will leave you with a few thoughts for the upcoming year 
• “Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it” –  
  Charles Swindoll
• “Attitude is everything, so pick a good one” – Wayne Dyer
• “Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference” – Winston   

  Churchill
• Your attitude, not your aptitude, determines your altitude  
  – Zig Ziglar

Thank you all for your support of the ISPFMRA and let’s 
make 2023 the best year ever!  

Merry Christmas and God bless. 
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*Nationwide estimated loss. Ferris, Howard. “Nematodes and Plant Damage.” University of California, 1 Oct. 2015. Web.

**3-Year Average Yield Protection Advantage over control, across all locations and thresholds, N=213 Trials (2014, 2015, 2016) (AR, GA, IA, IL, IN, KS, KY, MD, MI, 
MN, MO, MS, NC, ND, NE, OH, SC, SD, TN, TX, VA, WI) Results will vary based on nematode pressure in each fi eld. 

Individual results may vary, and performance may vary from location to location and from year to year. This result may not be an indicator of results you may 
obtain as local growing, soil and weather conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible. ALWAYS 
READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Products with NemaStrike™ Technology are not registered in all states. The distribution, sale, or use 
of an unregistered pesticide is a violation of federal and/or state law and is strictly prohibited. Check with your local Monsanto dealer or representative for 
the product registration status in your state. Acceleron® and NemaStrike™ are trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC. ©2017 Monsanto Company.

Availability Pending Regulatory Approvals

NEMATODES COST AN ESTIMATED 
>10% IN YIELD LOSS.*

TAKE BACK YOUR BUSHELS.
NemaStrikeTechnology.com

Corn

7
Bu/A

Soybeans

3
Bu/A

OVER THE COMPETITIVE STANDARD**

AVG. YIELD PROTECTION ADVANTAGE

Delivers broad-spectrum control

Stays in the root zone

Controls for up to 75 days

Invisible. Invasive. Underestimated. 

Nematodes have been stealing corn 

and soybean yields, and getting away 

with it. But this seed treatment 

technology strikes where nematodes 

attack, protecting against yield loss:
20x magnifi cation of lesion 

nematodes in corn roots



Illinois Chapter Delegation Overtakes ASFMRA Annual Meeting in San Antonio

Springfield  
Plastics is  
the only  
manufacturer 
that uses  
100% VIRGIN RESIN  
in our tile. By not using  
recycled material, our tile offers: 
• Improved flexibility 
• No cracks or soft spots
• No blowouts 
• Integrity throughout  

the pipe

KEEP THE GARBAGE OUT! 
Springfield Plastics -  
No Recycled Resin...EVER!

Most drainage tile manufacturers use 
recycled resin that is collected from used 
milk jugs, detergent containers, and water 
bottles...basically your household garbage. 
IT’S NO WONDER THAT  
THOSE MATERIALS FAIL. 

800-252-3361 • spipipe.com
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We Saw You at the Summer Tour.....
Remember back to the “short sleeve” weather of the summer tour in August?

A Grand Time was had by all.....

Photography 
Courtesy of 

Maria Boerngen 
--- Thanks, Doc.



Chapter Welcomes ASF
as New Platinum Sponsor

American Sustainable Agriculture has joined the 
roster of Commercial Sponsors of the chapter 

coming on board at the platinum level.

With its U.S. base in Champaign, the organization 
boasts its  Five Pillars for Regenerative Agriculture:  
No-Till farming systems; Good Agricultural Practices; 
Tech and Data Driven Decisions; Production Diversi-
fication Specialties, and; Solar Power Irrigation. 

“We are honored to sponsor ISPFMRA this year. 
We value their exceptional work highly and hope to 
continue supporting and working with ISPFMRA in 
the future,” says Matias Cortada, a cofounder of the 
organization. He is joined in the leadership team by 
Federico De Narvaez and Bruno Agosta. The three 
hold a combination of  degrees in agricultural and 
civil engineering, finance, agro management, interna-
tional relations and an MBA. 

With lengthy experience in international agriculture, 
the three combined forces in 2020 to organize the new 
company.

Thank you....
I was ecstatic to learn I was a recipient an ISPFMRA 
Scholarship. Thank you for your generous support towards 
my education.

Being a part of the agricultural industry for many years and 
having the utmost passion for it, I am blessed each day to 
be able to study its business aspects. Throughout my life I 
have worked on my small family farm located in Greenville 
while serving as an FFA officer all throughout high school. 
I am also currently a member and the recruitment chair 
for Sigma Alpha, the professional ag sorority on campus. 
Some of my favorite things about these endeavors are 
being able to communicate with people, manage a team 
and find out the best solutions to problems. I hope to take 
these skills and apply them while earning my degree, as 
well as in the future.

I am currently a junior and plan to graduate in the spring 
of 2024. I will seek employment at either the family farm or 
with another agricultural business near home. By awarding 
me this scholarship, I will be able to focus on my education 
and put all my energy into doing well in my classes.

I thank you for your confidence and willingness to help me 
achieve my goals.

Marissa Schaefer





YPN Member Profile 

Background:
I was raised in rural Manito in irrigated seed corn 
country. Although I did not actively farm growing 
up, I have worked in agriculture throughout my life. 
Even before I was able to drive, my first job was 
detasseling seed corn fields all summer. From high 
school, I attended ICC in East Peoria where I played 
baseball and then transferred to Western Illinois 
University graduating with a bachelor’s degree in Ag 
Science. While working full time, I ended up going 
back to school to complete my master’s degree in 
Crop Science from the University of Illinois. I still 
reside in Manito, IL after all these years where I live 
with my wife Makayla and our 9-month-old son, 
Tucker.

Hobbies/Interests:
I enjoy anything outdoors, hunting, fishing, golf-
ing and spending time at home with my family and 
friends.

Employer: 
First Mid Ag Services

Role/Position: 
Peoria Regional Farm Manager and Illinois Licensed 
Real Estate Broker

How many years have you been in your 

Casey Watson
profession?  -- 4

What influenced you to choose your profession? 
I wanted to pursue a rewarding career that offered 
potential to grow as an employee while gaining new 
experience and knowledge.

What do you enjoy about your profession? 
The diversity in our everyday work, no two days are 
the same.

What do you see for the future of your
 profession? 
More information is available at hand than ever 
before, however the decisions have become more 
complicated. It is going to be more important as time 
goes on, to have somebody in your corner helping 
to guide a client through these decisions and be able 
to keep up with the accelerated changes as farming 
evolves. 

What is a suggestion you would give to a young 
person that is considering a career in your profes-
sion?
Hard work does pay off, you get out what you put 
in. Take advice and listen from people with experi-
ence, but do not be afraid to change and adapt as the 
profession evolves.

Favorite inspirational quote: 
“Opportunity is missed by most people because it is 
dressed in overalls and looks like work.” - Thomas 
Edison

Professional Affiliations: 
ASFMRA, ISPFMRA, RLI

Order Your Ad in the Land Values Report

The 2023 Illinois Land Values and Lease Trends 
Report will be released on March 23 and is open 
for ad reservations now!

Advertising rates have not changed for a number 
of years making it one of the most efficient ways 
to deliver your message all across the state (and 
the 9 other states where issues go!!)

To reserve space contact:
 Tim Harris -- 815-875-7418
 timothy.a.harris@pgim.com

 Mike Lauher -- 217-521-5733
 michael@rollingacres-agsolutions.com



RESTRICTED

Our mission: “To be 
your premier trusted 
partner on current 
and future farm 
managed acres”

From our entire Bayer 
Team “Thank You” for 
your business 

Count on LG Seeds for dependable performance 
across your whole farm. From your best acres 
to your trickiest, our hybrids deliver quality yield 
with no nonsense. And no excuses. Because out 
here, you need a partner that shows up. 

LGSeeds.com 
The LG Seeds Design is a registered trademark of AgReliant Genetics, LLC.
©2022 AgReliant Genetics, LLC

dependable, hardworking, trustworthy





Gibson, Raven 
(309) 287-0165 
ravenl.gibson@gmail.com  
STUDENT  
1310 S Fell Ave  
Normal IL 61761-3643

Holstine, William AFM, ARA, AAC-Retired 
(515) 290-6019 
holstine@midiowa.net 
2233 Holbrook Dr  
Normal IL 61761-5446    
  
Hooker, Jered 
309-0275-1600 
jeredhooker@yahoo.com 
FRIEND    
29 cypress Drive  
Clinton IL 61727-2486

Jacobs, Alexis 
(217) 425-4541 
alexis.jacobs@busey.com 
Associate  
Busey Ag Services 
130 N Water St  
Decatur IL 62523-1310

Welcome 
New 

Members Thomas, Zachary 
(217) 552-9012 
Zrthomas2001@gmail.com 
STUDENT  
904 County Road 1800 E  
Philo, IL 61864-9741 

Sherrick, Bruce Ph.D.
217-390-8146 
sherrick@illinois.edu 
FRIEND    
1301 W. Gregory Dr. 306 Mumford Hall  
Urbana IL 61801

   
 

Find out more: www.farmcreditIL.com/advantage

Finance 
FARMLAND
 with a lender who delivers cooperative value

 No lender fees at closing 

 FreshRoots beginning farmer lending 
assistance

 Network of agents with crop insurance 
expertise

 Low upfront interest rates

 Annual cash patronage

Tailored loan terms 

 Fee-free repricings

217-590-2200 |  ask@farmcreditIL.com
i l l i n o i s Serving the southern 60 counties in Illinois 



WE'RE REALLY GOOD AT ONE BIG THING.
BEC AUSE WE NEVER LOST SIGHT OF THE LIT TLE THINGS.

© 2022 Wyffels Hybrids Inc.



2022 Board of Directors

Chairman and President
 Kent Reid
 Farm Credit Illinois
 1100 S. Farm Credit Drive
 Mahomet, IL 61853
 Phone (217) 590-2127 Cell (618) 553-4006
 kent.reid@farmcredit.com

President-Elect
 Russell Hiatt, AFM, ALC
 Hiatt Farm Management
 PO Box 707
 Champaign, IL 61824
 Phone: 474-9354  Fax: 217-356-8261
 russ@hiattland.com 

Vice President
 Strom, Elizabeth. AFM
 Murray Wise Associates, LLC
 1605 S. State Street, Ste. 110
 Champaign, IL 61820
 Phone: 217-398-6400      Fax: 217-352-9381
 liz@mwallc.com  Cell: 209-238-1360 
 
Academic Vice President 
 Maria Boerngen, Ph.D.
 Illinois State University
 Campus Box 5020
 Normal, IL 61790
 Phone (309) 438-8097  Fax (309) 438-5653 
 maboern@ilstu.edu

Secretary-Treasurer
 Gary Schnitkey, Ph.D. 
 University of Illinois 
 300A Mumford Hall 
 1301 West Gregory Drive 
 Urbana, IL 61801 
 Phone: (217) 244-9595 Fax: (217) 333-2312
 schnitke@uiuc.edu  Cell: (217) 898-3762
 
Past President 
 Timothy Harris, AFM
     Capital Agricultural Property Services, Inc.
    22263 1365 N. Ave
    Princeton, IL 61356
    Phone (815) 875-7418   Fax: (815) 875-1641 
    timothy.a.harris@pgim.com Cell: (815) 875-7418 
    
Illinois Chapter Office
 Carroll E. Merry
 Executive Director
 N78W14573 Appleton Ave., #287
 Menomonee Falls, WI 53051
 Phone: (262) 253-6902 Fax: (262) 253-6903
 ISPFMRA@countryside-marketing.com

2022 ISPFMRA Leadership Team
2022 Committee Chairs

2023 Annual Meeting, Bloomington Liz Strom, AFM

Appraisal Education  Nicole Schaefer  
       Matt Wyss. AFM

Audit      Kevin Meiss, AFM

Bylaws      Winnie Stortzum, AFM

Commercial Sponsorship  Rick Hiatt, AFM, ARA 
        Thomas Wargel, AFM

Ethics      Brad Heinz, ARA

Farmland Values/Lease Trends Survey
2023 Illinois Land Values Conference  Luke Worrell, AFM, ALC

 Conference Meeting   Luke Worrell, AFM, ALC

 Advertising   Tim Harris, AFM
       Michael Lauher, AFM

 Farmland Data Collection   Todd Slock
       Bruce Sherrick, Ph.D.

 Farmland/Lease Trends Survey   Gary Schnitkey, Ph.D. 
      
Government & Policy  Tim Harris, AFM
       Nick Suess

Honorary Awards  Tim Harris, AFM

ICAP Representative  Herb Meyer, ARA 
       Brian Waibel, AFM

Management Education  Jason Lestina, AFM ALC
       Rob Warmbir, AFM, ALC

Membership Development  Russ Hiatt, AFM, ARA

Memorial Scholarship  Seth Baker, AFM
       Maria Boerngen Ph.D

Nominating     Tim Harris, AFM

Public Relations   Rick Hiatt, AFM, ARA
       Michael Lauher, AFM

Summer Tour - 2022  Michael Bernhard

Young Professionals Network  Melissa Halpin, 
       Elizabeth Strom, AFM

www.ISPFMRA.org

If you are interested in participating on 
the Board of Directors or an ISPFMRA Committee, 

please contact
Kent Reid

kent.reid@farmcreditIL.com



Platinum Level 
American Sustainable Farming

Christian Wilkins     618-340-0443     management@asfarming.com

Bayer 
Ronald Dunker    314-578-3973    ronald.dunker@bayer.com

Pioneer
Alan Hopkins      815 674-3711     alan.hopkins@pioneer.com

 

Wyffels Hybrids 
Stan Tarr    309-838-4138    starr@wyffels.com

Gold Level
Compeer Financial

Mike Morris    309-268-0136     mike.morris@compeer.com. 

COUNTRY Financial
Craig Conroy    309-821-2216     craig.conroy@countryfinancial.com

 Farm Credit Illinois
Rod Stoll    217-590-2174    rod.stoll@farmcreditil.com

LG Seeds 
Joe Walker     217-454-3223    joe.walker@lgseeds.com

Springfield Plastics
Steve Baker    217-438-6167    sbaker@spipipe.com 

Silver  
Agricultural Soil Management (ASM) 

Alec Bean   217-356-5756    abean@asmlabs.net

Beck’s Hybrids 
Chad Kalaher    309-319-8680    chad.kalaher@beckshybrids.com

Pinion Digs Land Advisory
Ryan Green       217-768-4930      ryan.green@pinionglobal.com

Our Commercial Sponsors


